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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: ETRN' SY, UK 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN ATTACK ON BRITISH SHIP 

1 . ON BASIS CONVERSATIONS WITH FCO DESK OFFICERS AND 
FINANCIAL TIMES ACCOUNT, WE HAVE FOLLOWING PICTURE OF 
INCIDENT INVOLVING SHOOT-UP OF BRITISH CONTAINER SHIP 
CHESIRE VENTURE BY SYRIAN NAVY BLOCKADE. 1592-TON SHIP 
WAS OWNED BY SEA CONTAINERS OF UK. IT WAS ON CHARTER 
TO MEDTAINER, SUBSIDIARY OF LEBANESE-OWNED NATIONAL 
SHIPPING CO. OF BEIRUT. SHIP BEGAN LOADING IN TRIPOLI 

ON APRIL 3 BUT AFTER LOADING PARTIALLY WAS OBLIGED TO 
LEAVE THE HARBOR BECAUSE OF FIGHTING IN THE TOWN. ON 
APRIL 4 SHIP ATTEMPTED TO RE-ENTER TRIPOLI BUT WAS IN- 
TERCEPTED BY SYRIAN NAVY WHICH DIRECTED IT TO SAIL TO 
TARTOUS. IT DID NOT BERTH. ON APRIL 5 SHIP WAS RE- 
LEASED BY SYRIANS OFF TARTOUS AND WAS ATTEMPTING TO 
ENTER TRIPOLI AGAIN ON MORNING APRIL 6 WHEN SYRIAN NAVY 
FIRED ON IT WITHOUT WARNING. 

2. FINANCIAL TIMES OF APRIL 8 QUOTES SPOKESMAN FOR 
MEDTAINER IN LIVERPOOL AS STATING HE ACCEPTED "INDICA- 
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ON THE 6TH HAD BEEN TO FIRE SHOTS ACROSS THE BOW TO 
FORCE IT TO HEAVE TO. "HE WAS JUST A LOUSY GUNMAN." 

SPOKESMAN ALSO SAID MEDTAINER HAD SENT FOUR SHIPS INTO 
TRIPOLI LAST WEEK AND ENCOUNTERED NO DIFFICULTIES. 

3. GENERAL COUNCIL OF BRITISH SHIPPING DEMANDED THAT 
FCO PROTEST. ACCORDING TO FCO, IT WAS GENERAL COUNCIL 
WHICH INFORMED BBC OF IMPENDING APPROACH, THUS PRODUCING 
PREMATURE BROADCAST WHICH AROUSED AMBASSADOR ROBERTS' 

IRE. HE MADE FCO WELL AWARE OF HIS DISPLEASURE. 

ARMSTRONG 
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